Introduction/Purpose: Operative management of displaced intra-articular calcaneus fractures frequently involves placement of P:A screws in order to maintain calcaneal length and axial alignment. While plate fixation may still be more commonly utilized, screw-only fixation for the treatment of these fractures has been demonstrated by several authors to be safe and effective. Directing fixation from the tuber into the anterior process can be challenging. Understanding the calcaneal long-axis as it relates to the long-axis of the foot, a measurement we call the Tuber-to-Anterior Process Angle (TAPA), can facilitate the ease and accuracy of guide-wire and cannulated screw placement. The goals of this study are to define the TAPA, and to report a surgical technique which uses this angle to facilitate axial screw placement.
